JUillom  Urban  Sanitary  District, 


/ 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st ,  1906 ,  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease. 


Scarlet  Fever. — Five  cases,  of  these  two  came  in  from 
outside  the  District  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  so  that  we  had 
only  three  in  our  District.  This  shows  an  improvement  of  21  on 
1905,  and  1 19  on  1904. 

Diphtheria. — Seven  cases,  two  deaths.  In  none  of  these 
cases  had  I  any  application  for  Anti-toxin  Serum,  which  is  sup¬ 
plied  free  of  all  cost,  by  both  Urban  and  Rural  District  Council, 
so  that  there  is  no  excuse  for  it  not  being  used  if  the  cases  were 
really  Diphtheria.  I  visited  all  these  cases  with  the  Inspector, 
but  could  find  no  sanitary  defects  of  any  kind.  In  some  of  the 
cases  the  children  were  running  about  the  house  48  hours  after 
I  had  received  the  notice.  One  case  of  an  adult  was  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  it  proved  to  be  a  case  of  severe 
ulceration  of  one  tonsil. 

Erysipelas.  —  Fifteen  cases,  no  deaths.  No  sanitary 
defects  were  found  on  visiting  these  cases. 


Enteric  Fever. — Three  cases,  no  deaths.  One  case  was 
discharged  from  the  Workhouse,  and  after  wandering  about  the 
country  for  some  days,  was  found  ill  in  a  Common  Lodging 
House,  in  Millom,  and  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Influenza. — No  deaths. 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea. — Ten  deaths,  or  .90  per  1000. 

Phthisis. — Th  irteen  deaths. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases.  —  Five. 

Measles.  —  No  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough.— No  deaths. 

Water  Supply  is  good,  being  upland  surface  water,  is  of 
ample  quantity  and  pure,  there  being  no  drainage  into  it.  No 
water  is  used  except  from  the  Council’s  mains. 

The  District  lies  between  high  hills  and  the  Estuary  of  the 
River  Duddon,  and  is  about  one  mile  on  its  outer  side  from  the 
sea,  into  which  the  drainage  is  carried. 

The  soil  is  clay,  with  a  subsoil  of  sand  and  gravel. 

The  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  Iron  Ore  Miners 
and  Blast  Furnacemen. 

The  House  Accommodation  is  more  than  sufficient  for 
the  demand,  there  being  over  120  empty  in  the  district;  while  17 
new  ones  were  built  during  the  year.  The  total  number  available 
for  separate  tenements  is  2,010.  There  is  plenty  of  air  space 
both  within  and  around  the  houses. 

Excrement. — Water  Closets  are  now  all  over  the  district. 
The  sewers  are  regularly  flushed,  and  discharge  into  the  estuary 
of  the  River  Duddon,  near  the  sea. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse  is  undertaken 
by  the  Council’s 'own  men,  and  is  very  satisfactory.  The  removals 
for  the  year  were  23,800. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  is  complete  in  all  parts  of  the 
district,  and  is  under  constant  supervision,  all  defects  being  at 
once  made  good. 


Pollution  of  Rivers.— None. 

Common  Lodging-  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses, 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Bakehouses,  &c.,  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  any  nuisance  or  defect  at  once  reported  to 
the  owner  and  occupier. 

Offensive  Trades.  —  Not  any. 

Nuisances.  — House-to-house  inspection  is  carried  out,  and 
notices  are  served  without  delay  to  remove  defects  or  abate 
nuisances,  and  in  most  cases  are  attended  to  at  once. 

4  Yard  Drains  were  cleared  or  repaired. 

2  Yards  paved  or  re-laid. 

4  Water  Closets  Cleared  or  repaired. 

3  Slopstone  Pipes  lengthened  or  repaired. 

2  New  Gullies  substituted  for  defective  ones. 

2  Removals  of  Fowls  from  back  yard. 

i  „  Boxes  „  „  „ 

i  Wall  under  slopstone  pipe  repaired. 

Notification  of  Disease. — Scarlet  Fever,  5  ;  Erysipelas, 
15  ■  Diphtheria,  7  ;  Enteric,  3;  total,  30 — -a  decrease  of  1 1  on 
last  year  and  127  on  1904.  Disinfectants  have  been  supplied 
gratuitously  in  every  case  reported,  and  house,  clothing,  bedding, 
& c.,  fumigated,  or  sent  to  the  steam  disinfector,  and  the  School 
Attendance  Officer  and  Librarian  has  received  early  notice  of 
each  case. 

Isolation  Hospital  has  been  ready  for  patients  for  just 
one  year,  and  to  this  in  great  measure  I  attribute  the  small 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  as  compared  with  former  years. 
I  have  attended  each  meeting  of  the  Managing  Joint  Committee 
since  its  formation,  and  given  them  such  help  as  was  in  my 
power,  and  with  their  authority  I  have  engaged  such  trained 
nurses  as  were  required.  I  have  also  expended  the  money 
placed  by  them  at  my  disposal  for  planting  the  grounds  both  for 
shelter  and  ornament. 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Act.— In  the  ordinary  course 
of  visiting,  these  have  all  been  inspected,  and  the  Inspector 
reports  that  they  are  all  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition  at  the 
present  time. 

Zymotic  Disease  caused  15  deaths,  a  decrease  of  9  on 
last  year  ;  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  1.34  per  1,000. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  caused  18 
deaths,  or  1.60  per  1,000. 

Deaths  registered,  114;  2  outside  the  District  ;  or  10.18 
per  1,000  ;  or  one  decimal  point  higher  than  the  lowest  death- 
rate  for  35  years  — that  is  1898 — when  it  was  10.17,  and  shows  a 
decrease  on  last  year  of  28.  Children  under  1  year,  27  :  a 
decrease  of  13  on  last  year.  Deaths  over  75,  4  males  and  to 
females  ;  over  80,  3  males  and  3  females.  Of  the  total  deaths, 
55  were  males  and  59  females. 

Births,  233,  or  20.81;  109  male  and  123  female:  a 

decrease  of  34  on  last  year. 

I  enclose  statistical  tables,  as  required  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board. 

(Signed), 

PERCY  B.  STONEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  1 8  th,  1907, 


